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Bands, activities welcome spring at Ormsby Zoo Days

Lounge Rats play outside Main Hall (left), students participate in a dunk tank (right) at Ormsby Zoo Days.
Photos by Michael Hubbard

See page 2 for the story...

Appleton proposes new Lawrence responds to Nepal disaster
parking regulations
Though oceans away, the
recent earthquake in Nepal
hit close to home at Lawrence
University. In response, students like sophomore Bimalsen
Rajbhandari and senior Aubrey
Lawlor decided to act philanthropically.
The fundraising events that
took place were “Grills, Games
and Giving: Cookout for Nepal,”
a party at Global Health house
titled “Rage for Relief”, and various henna tables hosted throughout the week outside of Andrew
Commons and at Ormsby Zoo
Days. Student volunteers sat at
henna tables outside the dining
hall while Rotaract and Sigma
Phi Epsilon (SigEp) both hosted
hennna booths at Ormbsy Zoo
Days and at the quad cookout,
respectively.
“At the best, I hoped the event
would be a really fun way to bring
people together and raise money

for Nepal,” began Lawlor, “At the
worst, it would just be a fun way
to bring people on campus together.”
Initially Lawlor’s idea, the
grill out was a combined effort.
Lawlor stressed that the participation of all the quad houses in
the event “accomplished comradery and awareness.”
Awareness was also fueled
through other means. Writers of
the Post-Crescent, Appleton’s local
newspaper, approached Lawlor
earlier in the previous week. As a
result, locals from the community
were also seen at the event.
This unanimous support
does not go unnoticed.
“I am really grateful for the
support,” begins Rajbhandari who
is from Nepal and has spearheaded a variety of fundraisers for the
cause. “These people [like Lawlor]
wanted to host these events on
their own; it was their idea. It is
very nice to have people like that
[on campus].”
Besides
Lawlor
and
Rajbhandari, other organiza-

tions like Global Health house,
Appleton’s Rotary club, Lawrence
University
President
Mark
Burstein and Campus Life have
offered to help with raising funds.
Through this, Rajbhandari has
been able to better gauge the
direction of the fundraising goals.
“A lot of the funds that are
currently being donated are
going toward disaster relief,” said
Rajbhandari. “When the interest
[in the earthquake] dies down,
when the media attention is gone,
we will still need funds for long
term rebuilding.”
Consequently, Rajbhandari
aims to send the money toward
rebuilding efforts. Exact organizations are yet to be discovered.
“We are going to do our homework based on the needs of Nepal
and use my contacts in Nepal
to see where the money raised
should go,” said Rajbhandari.
Rajbhandari plans to continue to raise funds until returning to
Nepal next winter break.

Once Blumenstock clicked
on the link, she found that the
event was actually for a bagel
brunch happening at a college in
Massachusetts. Despite this, dozens of Lawrentians accepted the
invitation.
“The vast majority of people had no idea,” admitted
Blumenstock.
The exact origin of the East

Coast invitation is unknown.
Students speculate that a mutual friend may have been added
by mistaken. Others believe
sophomores Kip Hathaway and
Ridley Tankersley, notorious for
Facebook shenanigans, were
behind the gluten scandal.
“No,” said Hathaway in
response.
Soon thereafter, Lawrence

students, like sophomore Sarah
Axtell, generated more bagel
brunch Facebook events in
response. Axtell describes this as
a “prime comedic opportunity.”
“Including the one in
Massachusetts, I was invited to
four separate bagel brunches
with the same banner and the

Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

Marcus Campbell
Staff Writer

__________________________________

Over the past three months,
the City of Appleton has begun
to express interest in making significant changes to parking policies, ordinances and infrastructure throughout the downtown
Appleton area. While the proposals are still in an early phase, students and faculty have voiced concern over the potential impact on
student parking.
On Jan. 30, Walker Parking
Consultants, a firm commissioned
by the City of Appleton, released
a report analyzing and evaluating the current state of parking
in downtown Appleton. The city
reached out to Walker in anticipation of proposed projects to further develop downtown Appleton
and the loss of two aging parking
ramps, and to ensure that the city
would be able to account for the
rising demand for parking.

According to the report by
Walker, which can be found on
the City of Appleton’s website or
requested through the Lawrence
University Office of the President,
the city intends to close two downtown parking ramps—the cityowned Blue Ramp and the YMCAowned Soldiers Square Ramp,
both about 50 years old—within
the next five years. The closures
of these two ramps, which accommodate 401 cars and 450 cars
respectively, will greatly increase
parking demand in the downtown
area. The recommendations made
in the Walker study, according to
City of Appleton Director of Public
Works Paula Vandehey, “will guide
us through decisions related to
the policies and practices of our
public parking system.”
One big question on the
minds of students and faculty who
bring their cars to campus

See page 2

____________________________________

CTHULU provides bagels after recent Facebook debauchery
Tina Czaplinska
Staff Writer

____________________________________

THIS

WEEK

Thanks
to
Worcester
Polytechnic
Institute
in
Massachusetts, May 5 marked the
first free bagel event hosted at
Lawrence University.
“Alright, well, it is a long story,”
began junior Alexa Blumenstock.
A few days ago, Blumenstock

got an invitation on Facebook to a
“Late Night Bagel Brunch.”
Blumenstock explained that
her suspicions came quickly.
“I saw that some of my friends
were going, but I noticed it was
being held in the ‘campus center’
instead of Warch. Also, the event
was being hosted by WPI Hillel,
which isn’t an acronym anyone
uses [at Lawrence].”

See page 11
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Bomb Squad showcases chemistry experiments
Hannah Kinzer
for The Lawrentian

___________________________________

The Lawrence University
Bomb Squad hosted Chemistry
Day in Steitz Hall Room 127 to
promote chemistry and science on
Tuesday, May 5, 2015. The event
was open to all members of the
Lawrence community.
Bomb Squad is a club that
focuses on promoting science
and chemistry to youth. The club
goes to schools and the Building
For Kids to present science demonstrations. Bomb Squad member and freshman Cheyenne
Beckelman said, “It’s trying to
get kids to realize that science
isn’t just all about reading books
and studying really hard. It can be
really fun, so it gets them interested in science at an earlier age.”
The event showcased chemistry demonstrations set up in the
chemistry lab. Pizza and cookies
were also available for attendees.
Members led attendees to the stations in the lab and conducted
three demonstrations. One fea-

Zoo Days

continued from page 1
Ruby Dickson
Staff Writer

____________________________________

On the afternoon of Saturday,
May 2, the Ormsby and Brokaw
Halls residence life staff held the
annual Ormsby Zoo Days. Students
from the Residence Life Advisor
(RLA) staff as well as many other
student organizations worked to
include different activities and
events throughout the day, including music, games and food.
Despite a hiatus in the 1990s,
Ormsby Zoo Days has been a part
of the Lawrence experience for
over a century. “It rewards students for getting to this point
in the term, gives them a break
from their current school work
and then energizes them to keep
working for the rest of the term,”
noted RLA and sophomore Olivia
Rowe who worked on the event.
“It's also just a fun way to cel-

tured colored fire, another included Red Bull and milk, and the third
incorporated a glow-in-the-dark
reaction.
In the colored fire demonstration, six jars filled with various mixes of solutes in alcohol
were lined up on a lab table. Each
jar had a wick in it, which was
then lit. The flames of the different jars were blue, red, orange or
purple, depending on the solution
in the jar.
The Red Bull and milk experiment began with filling a glass
half-way with milk. Next, the Red
Bull was added. The Red Bull
sank to the bottom of the solution before beginning to curdle
the milk. The resulting solution
was described as being similar to
cottage cheese in consistency.
The glow-in-the-dark reaction required a tall apparatus with
two tubes leading to a single beaker. The demonstrators poured
one solution into one tube and
another into the other tube simultaneously. While the equation for
the reaction was written on the
board, the presenters noted that
ebrate finally having some nice
weather.”
Throughout the day, bands
played in the sun on the southern steps of Main Hall. Ormsby
head RLA and senior Ashley
Coenen observed that the bands
“drew quite a crowd.” In addition to music, Ormsby Zoo Days
also incorporated a wide range of
activities, such as inflatables on
the Ormsby lawn and a face-painting station. The staff of Colman,
Plantz and Hiett Halls also helped
with other activities, such as the
balloon artist and the perennial
dunk tank. Students could take
pictures of themselves and friends
at the photo booth.
Many student organizations also joined in the festivities, hosting booths and activities for attendees. The Downer
Feminist Council offered cookies
and contraceptives, Asia-A held
a Thai water festival with water
guns, and Habitat for Humanity
opened a booth where students
could make small birdhouses.

the solutions contained copper
and a base whose reaction resulted in a glow-in-the-dark solution.
These demonstrations are
generally popular with the children to whom Bomb Squad presents. Beckelman remarked that
kids are fascinated and excited
by the colorful flame experiment.
Ideas for the experiments are
researched on the Internet and
then chosen for their portability,
resource requirements and safety.
In addition, Bomb Squad
member and junior Charles
Martin says, “It’s fun to educate
kids, and it’s also fun to have this
time to network and get to know
other chemists because we aren’t
like athletes or musicians where
they get to see each other during
rehearsals … it’s a way for us to
get to know each other better and
have fun and work with kids.”
Chemistry Day emphasized
science and chemistry for the
Lawrence community. Beckelman
hopes the event will help connect
the non-science and the science
majors on campus.
GlobeMed hosted a “color run”
event for which students paid a
$5 fee to register and run in a
white t-shirt while club members
threw colored powder at them.
All proceeds from the event went
to GlobeMed’s philanthropic
efforts to fund a pig cooperative
in Rwanda.
Lawrence’s Greek scene was
also involved in the day’s events,
holding several different activities for attending students. The
fraternity Phi Kappa Tau, for
example, held “Pie a Phi,” a booth
at which students could throw
pies at Phi Kappa Tau members of
their choice. Kappa Alpha Theta
hosted an “egg roulette” in which
students were invited to throw
raw and hard-boiled eggs at one
another.
Student and community
attendees could also take advantage of the free carnival food,
including snow cones and cotton
candy. According to Coenen, the
Ormsby and Brokaw RLA staff
“had to learn how to make cotton

Proposed restrictions on residential parking may go into effect as soon as 2016.
Photo by Hailie Nguyen

Parking

continued from page 1

is what effect these recommendations will have on the campus
community. “My first reaction,
as someone who regularly used
the Yellow Ramp,” said freshman
Bethany Naylor, “is that the [parking changes] would cause the
Yellow Ramp to get even fuller
than it usually is. During work
hours and other busy times, it can
be difficult to find parking.”

According to 4th District
Alderperson Joe Martin, Walker,
the City of Appleton and the
Lawrence University Office of
the President worked closely to
ensure that the university’s needs
would be considered in the final
recommendations. On the matter
of permit parking on ramps in
downtown Appleton, the Walker
report asserts that the city-owned
Yellow Ramp and a potential
multi-use ramp to replace the
Soldiers Square Ramp will be able
to accommodate the long-term

parking needs of the downtown
community. Vandehey also says
that the university has expressed
a desire to broaden the parking lot adjacent to the Lawrence
Memorial Chapel to better accommodate faculty, staff and students.
Though some students
do use the Yellow Ramp—the
report indicates that, on average,
25 students are issued permits
out of the allotted 100—most
park on the streets during daytime and in faculty lots at night.
Both Vandehey and Martin relayed

World

News

Compiled by Nathan Whiteman
NEPAL: The death toll for the recent earthquake that
shook Nepal continues to climb. The number of people killed
has now reached over 7,000 with at least 14,000 injuries.
UNICEF has warned that medical supplies need to reach the
far flung areas of the nation before the upcoming monsoon
season.
IRAQ: Peshmerga forces announced that the Islamic State
group (IS) has executed 600 Yezidi hostages taken from the
Talafar district in northern Iraq. The Peshmerga representative said that without "direct intervention by the international
community, Iraq will be witnessing more genocides against
innocent people at the hands of IS terrorists.”
MEXICO: 25,000 Mexican fishermen are leveling a
class action lawsuit against British Petroleum (BP) over the
Mocondo leak in 2010 that spilled 5 million barrels of oil into
the Gulf of Mexico. Although $1.8 billion has been paid to
American fisherman, Mexican fisherman have not received any
compensation from the spill.

SPACE: National Aeronautics and Space Administration
(NASA) scientists believe that they have constructed an engine
that appears to break the laws of physics as they are currently
understood. The engine uses electromagnetic force to propel a
craft through space and does not appear to require propellant.
If their findings are correct, this type of engine could revolutionize space travel.
FRANCE: French lawmakers have passed a law that
strengthens the French government's ability to conduct surveillance on civilians. Opponents of the legislation have cited
the lack of judicial oversight required by the legislation as a
cause for concern.
MOLDOVA: $1 billion has gone missing from Moldova in a
massive banking scandal involving three of the nation's banks.
Moldova has a population of only 3.5 million people, and the
missing money represents 12.5% of the tiny country's GDP.

candy.” There was also a handsfree donut-eating contest, and
several club booths offered free
cookies, root beer floats and other
treats.
Although the Ormsby lawn
and Main Hall green wound
down around 4 p.m., students
were invited to attend an evening campfire at the Gilboy Fire
Ring. Junior Michelle Ohlhausen,
who organized the campfire, said,
“the campfire was good… people
came and enjoyed their s’mores!”
Coenen expressed a hope that the
neighborhood residents’ concerns
over the potential monopolization
of street parking spaces by members of the campus community.
Several residents of streets bordering campus, and even some
Bon Appétit workers, have voiced
frustrations about a constant
unavailability of spots for themselves and visitors due to students
remaining parked on the street for
long periods of time.
The report by Walker took
these concerns into account and
recommends both active and passive methods to encourage and
incentivize long-term parking in
locations off of the street, such
as ramps, lots and less-utilized
metered spaces off of College
Avenue. This would leave nonmetered spaces on the street
available for short-term parking
needs. One of the suggestions
given to the city is to restrict daytime street parking to two hours
within two zones, one bordered
by College Avenue, North Street,
Lawe Street and Durkee Street
to the north, and the other by
College Avenue, Lawe Street and
the Fox River to the south.
To account for the increased
burden on parking enforcement,
the report also makes recommendations for a more visible and

campfire “will become part of the
Zoo Days tradition.”
Many students attended the day’s events, and Rowe
seemed pleased with the turnout.
“Everyone seemed to be having
a good time,” she attested. “I was
relieved that the weather was so
nice. My staff and I put months
of planning into this event, so we
were excited to see it be so successful […] I think Zoo Days went
really well!”
community-oriented
parking
enforcement division, as well as
updated and more reliable equipment for efficiently conducting
parking patrols. According to
Vandehey, there will be no effect
on the availability of parking to
students, but in the interest of
compromise with the community,
parking may not be as conveniently close to residence halls as it is
now.
Martin asserts that both
his office and the Office of the
President look forward to these
changes serving as a catalyst to
increasing community activity
and interaction between the campus and community by encouraging walking and cycling. Martin
further hopes to increase outdoor activity and interaction with
nature by working with the university to increase the walkability
of the area around campus and
implement bicycle-friendly routes
across the river, replacing the old
railroad trestles.
None of these proposed
changes have been approved
by the city council yet, but if
approved, their implementation
can be expected to begin as early
as 2016.
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So, You Think You Can
Start a Band?
Sarah Wagner
Columnist

________________________

Dear Sarah,
Some friends and I have been
talking about wanting to start a
postmodern post-core pop-punk
boy band with a female guitarist,
but we aren’t really sure where
to start. We talk about how cool
it would be, and we’ve jammed
together a few times, but nothing
really concrete comes of it except
for comments like “Man, wouldn’t
it be cool to play at [insert house
name here]’s party?” Do you have
any suggestions on how I can get
my groove on and get this band on
the road?
- Zayn Malik’s Blink-182 Cover
Band
Dear Zayn Malik,
Like with any musical ensem-

ble, getting a band up and running is hard to do at Lawrence.
It’s the classic problem—everyone already has five million commitments, so they get cold feet
about the prospect of adding one
more. What you end up with is
a group of people in a conservatory classroom, wailing away on
their prospective instruments for
a few hours one Saturday afternoon, and nothing ever comes of
it. While I never had a band here
at Lawrence (let the records show
that I did participate in exactly
one Talking Heads cover band jam
session), I have been involved in
numerous chamber ensembles,
which have similar issues when
it comes to the formation process.
Scheduling:
Scheduling
is going to make or break your
ensemble experience. If all the
members of your band cannot
find a common time, or even sev-

Caged Within
Clouds:
A serial story

eral times, a week to rehearse,
your group is dead in the water.
You might need to consider swapping a player out for someone
whose schedule works better.
That being said, if you really want
this ensemble to happen, you
may have to be open to less ideal
rehearsal times. Obviously 2 a.m.
on a Sunday morning isn’t going

to work, but maybe 8 a.m. on a
weekday morning, or late into the
evening or, heaven forbid, on a
Friday night could work.
Organization: In the formational stages, organization is a
huge factor. What music are you
going to play? Will it be original compositions? Are you learning tunes and rearranging them?

QUESTION MARK

after hitting my
last dead
end. I had hoped
that
the
symbols could be found before
I was found by her knife. I had
hoped that the truth would come
out.
Legs. Where are you?
The truth was that we, the
people in this city of horrors,
were not damned. We could save
ourselves; all we needed were
the symbols. But the one thing I
hadn’t figured out was what to
do with them when I got them.
I didn’t even know what they all
looked like beyond the one that
was made of stone and rumored
to be some kind of key.
Part of a key, just a part.
We were not supposed to be
in the clouds, constantly choking
on thin air. We were built for
a place where plants grew
without being forced,
where animals lived
and where humans
didn’t exist to

destroy each other.
Maybe just a lie down?
No, don’t sleep. Apply pressure.
These truths have been
denied to us by a government that
I discovered is made up of a group
of criminals who stole the city and
hid it in the sky. They kept the
majority of the population underfoot so that we didn’t find out
what was happening, so that we
didn’t learn what’s actually in the
fertilizer, and so that we couldn’t
overthrow the government and
return the city to the ground. They
wove a careful web of destruction
and insecurities
that
kept us

U
lL

Po

every day, both for making the
death of my business partner
meaningless and for betraying the
people of the city. I felt guilty—I
had lost nothing but half of my
left ear.
My god, pressure, towel, clean
it.
It was only when the journalist had died that I knew I couldn’t
be a coward anymore. I couldn’t
avoid the destruction around me
anymore. I had blown the dust off
my files, attempted to reengage
old contacts and tried to stay safe.
I had apparently failed.
Where are all the clean towels? Too much blood.
I could have gone wrong anywhere. I could have been seen
talking to the journalist. I could
have exchanged a few too many
scraps of food for scraps of information with that kid.
The damage had probably
been done when I put a desperate ad for the symbols in The Pulp

See page 9

This serial story is a collaboration between the members of
Lawrence University’s Creative
Writing Club. This week’s
installation is written by
Rose Nelson.

“Nobody will see”
I knew it would happen
before it did. I could smell the
death on her. I sensed her only
a split second before her knife
sliced through the air and dug into
my neck.
My hope that I was mistaken
dissipated when I felt blood begin
to gurgle. I tried to see if she
was still there, but I was quickly
distracted as my panicked mind
shifted into images of manic memory searching for something that
could save me.
All I could remember was
apply pressure, apply pressure.
There had been rumors
for months. If you paid attention, there had been rumors for
decades. I always paid very close
attention.
Make the blood stop.
I initially had built my career
on investigating the stones, but
I had given it up after Joe died. I
knew it wasn’t what he would
have wanted, and I hated myself

Whose responsibility is it to create this material? Everyone needs
to be on the same page in regards
to what exactly the group is and
what they are personally held
responsible for. If you want to be
the kind of band that improvises new material every time they

www. lawrent ian

None.
8%

all in a state of confusion and fear.
Damn eye-lids. No sleep.
Brain.
I had been so close. If only I
had lived a little bit longer. I could
have told someone who could do
something. I could have started a
rebellion against the government.
I could have brought us back to
the ground. I will never know air
thicker than this.
Pressure. I can’t move my
arms. Apply…
Now here I was, bleeding out
on my pathetic excuse for a carpet
as any knowledge I had was swallowed by oblivion.
Pressure.
Thinnest air. Only thick
with my blood.

. com

A couple.
35%

Based on your previous experience, how do you think having a
music conservatory on campus changes our campus dynamic?
There are so many ways the conservatory impacts the
Lawrence community. The obvious is that music performance
provides essential ways for the campus to gather, reflect, consider,
mourn and celebrate. Bachelor of Music students infuse our community with the creative impulse, their interests in entrepreneurship resonate beyond the confines of the conservatory. The study
of music also influences many disciplines at Lawrence outside of
the conservatory. Music is one of the defining characteristics of
the university and we are better for it.

How many LU concerts do you attend per term?
Total Votes: 23

As many as I can.
48%

The big ones.
9%
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Lawrence softball ends Cinderella season with second place finish
Matt Geleske
Staff Writer

______________________

The Lawrence softball team
finished its exciting season last
weekend by hosting the Midwest
Conference (MWC) Championship
tournament. The team competed
in four games, and after a loss to
Lake Forest in the final championship game, the Vikings finished
second in the conference.
Coming off the momentum of
a North Division title, the Vikings
approached the tournament by
wiping all distractions from their
minds and focusing on one aim:
to play softball. “Our only expectation was to play our game,” junior
Tierney Duffy said. “The only reason we can be beaten is if we beat
ourselves.”
The tournament was doubleelimination format, meaning that

each team must lose twice to be
knocked out. The Vikings (27-10)
played their first game of the tournament on Friday in a shoot-out
against powerhouse Cornell (307). The highlight of the game came
in the bottom of the sixth inning
where the Vikings came alive to
score five runs and take the lead.
Lawrence finished the game with
a 7-6 victory.
Next up for the Vikings, was
the 30-8 Lake Forest team, the
best in the conference. Unable to
overcome Lake Forest’s dominant
pitching, the Vikings were shut
out 3-0 and would have to play
Carroll to determine who moved
on the finals.
Faced with elimination, it
was do or die for the Vikings for
the rest of the tournament. On
Saturday, the team played their
third game against Carroll where
senior pitcher Liz Barthels only
allowed four hits over seven
innings. The Vikings rounded out

the game with a 4-1 win.
After eliminating Carroll,
Lawrence moved on to the championship game against Lake
Forest. The Vikings would need
to beat Lake Forest in two games
to take the title, as the Foresters
had yet to lose in the tournament.
Lawrence, however, was not able
to overcome Lake Forest’s continued pitching dominance. The
final game of the season finished
in a 5-0 Lake Forest conference
title win, with the Vikings taking
second place.
The softball team’s season can be best described as a
Cinderella Story. The team faced
tremendous difficulty from the
beginning with a small roster,
many major injuries and low outside expectations for the team to
even qualify for the MWC tournament. The Vikings, however, used
teamwork and their love of the
game to exceed all expectations.
“We were not dependent on one

single person,” reflected Duffy.
“Throughout the season, everybody had the chance to step up
and be the hero.”
Next year, with the loss of
three senior leaders, including
Midwest Conference Player of
the Year Amanda Jaskolski, the

players will have big shoes to fill.
Nevertheless, the Vikings have
proved their ability to overcome
adversity and will certainly be a
contender for another top conference finish.

take a look at the teams competing to take the Cup.
The most impressive team so
far in the playoffs has clearly been
the Anaheim Ducks. After completing a season in which they claimed
the top seed in the Western
Conference by going 51-24-7, they
proceeded to sweep the Winnipeg
Jets in the first round. So far in
the Western Conference semifinals, they’ve only gotten better.
They’ve claimed a 2-0 lead over
the Calgary Flames in the series
with two blowout wins. The first
came by a score of 6-1 and the
second in a 3-0 shutout. Corey
Perry has been on fire for them
and is the post-season leader in
points with 13.

The Chicago Blackhawks
on the other side of the bracket
have also claimed the first two
games in their series against the
Minnesota Wild, and I don’t see
them losing that series, especially
with home ice. I’m picking the
Blackhawks to come out of the
Western Conference due to their
experience and star-power.
Whenever you have Patrick
Kane, Duncan Keith and Jonathan
Toews on your team, you give
yourself a chance in every single
game. And all of these guys were a
part of both Stanley Cup winning
teams for the Blackhawks. Their
series with the Ducks will be a
great one, but I see those stars
stepping up in order to get the

Hawks to another finals.
In the East, the Tampa Bay
Lightning have jumped out to a
2-0 lead in their series against the
Montreal Canadiens by winning
both games on the road. This is
a surprise given their poor road
record during the regular season
and the Canadiens dominance at
home. The Canadiens definitely
have an uphill battle ahead of
them, and I don’t think they’ll be
able to overcome it. Losing the
first two games at home is rarely
a recipe for success.
On the other side, the New
York Rangers and Washington
Capitals are engaging in a series
that looks to be the most exciting
in the playoffs with each game

being decided by one goal. I see
the Rangers coming out of that
one, due to having a guy like
Henrik Lundqvist protecting the
net.
Ultimately, I’m predicting the
Lightning to come out of the east.
They’ve been very impressive
lately and seem to have found a
way to win on the road.
That leaves the Blackhawks
and Lightning competing in the
finals for the cup. Even though
I’m from Chicago, I’m going with
the Lightning in that one. My reasoning is simple: the Blackhawks
instability in goal. My prediction
is that the Stanley Cup will be
back in Tampa for the first time
since 2004.

Lawrence softball player up to bat in conference finals against Lake Forest.
Photo by Michael Hubbard

Stanley Cup playoffs heating up as conference finals approach
CJ Revis

Staff Writer

_______________________

When the NHL playoffs finally got under way, one thing was
for sure: the Stanley Cup would
not remain in Los Angeles with
the Kings. The defending champions missed the final playoff spot
by two points and fell short not
only of their goal of repeating,
but of possibly establishing the
beginning of this decade as theirs,
as they were also going for their
third title in four years.
But that’s enough about a
team that didn’t make the cut; let’s

Freshman Sportlight
Brady Busha
Staff Writer

________________________________________________

Sotaro Kurahashi is a member of the
Lawrence University Men’s Tennis team.
They recently finished their season in the
Midwest Conference Tournament, which took
place in Madison, Wis. Kurahashi and his
doubles partner, David Jumes, won in the
first round of the tournament, but would
be knocked out in the quarterfinal match.
Kurahashi is also a member of Lawrence’s
Waseda program.
Where are you from? What drew you to
Lawrence?
I am from Tokyo, Japan. For me, playing tennis was a good opportunity. Being
on the tennis team is a great way for me to
study English.

Photo by Emei Thompson

How did you first get into tennis? What
do you like most about it?
I started playing tennis when I was in
junior high school. What I like most is hitting. Hitting the ball is just a really good,

Sotaro Kurahashi - Tennis
really cool feeling.

What did you bring to the team this year?
I hope I brought some competition
and some motivation for my teammates
this year.
What’s one thing you really liked about
tennis this year?
For me, it was coming together as a
team to win.

What has your athletic career here at
Lawrence taught you about being academically successful as well?
I’ve learned that time management is
big. We practiced an hour in the morning
every morning, so I didn’t have a lot of time
to study. I tried a lot to study more in short
times. It was something that really helped
me learn how to better manage my time
here at Lawrence to make sure I got my
work done.
How have your teammates helped you
with your first year as a collegiate ath-

HELP THE ENVIRONMENT.
RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER!

lete here in America?
I didn’t know anything; this was the
first time I came to America. They taught
me a lot of good things about the Lawrence
community and how to socialize on campus,
as well as tennis skills. They also taught
me a lot about tennis culture. It’s very different in Japan. It’s a lot more emotional;
there’s some shouting. But here, it’s a lot
more about politeness, and there’s a lot
more silence.
What’s one thing you’ve gained here at
Lawrence that you’ll want to take back to
Japan with you?
I’ve gained a lot of friendships. I don’t
want to lose touch with all of the friends I
made while in America.

What’s a hidden talent of yours?
I was a swimmer a lot longer than I was
a tennis player. I was set to join the swimming team, but I chose tennis instead.
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Athlete of the Week
by Gabriel Armistead Chapman

Cameron Davies - Track and Field
GC: Take me through the steeplechase race a little bit. How did
you feel while you were running
it?
CD: Having run two previous
steeples this season, I knew
that my first 2,000 of the 3,000meter race I would be fine on. It
was always the third that would
always screw me over. So going
into the race, I knew I could run
the first 2,000 meters on pace
and I did and was able to stick
with the pack. And on the third
1,000 meters, I still kind of fell
apart—just slowing down and
trying to mentally encourage
myself to keep going. But in the
last couple of laps, I was more
aware than in the past couple
of weeks that that was my weak
spot and where I needed to really
focus. And I think that made all
the difference in the end.

Photo by Emei Thompson

This week, I caught up
with junior Cam Davies of the
Lawrence University Men’s Track
& Field team. At the Hillsdale
College Gina Relays on April 24,
Davies posted the fastest time in
the Midwest Conference (MWC) in
the 3,000-meter steeplechase, finishing 23rd with a time of 9:38.90
against a field of Division I, II and
III runners. After being awarded
MWC Performer of the Week honors, Davies grabbed a first-place
finish in the 1,500-meter race at
the Lawrence Invitational.
Gabe Chapman: You’ve had a very
good couple of weeks. What’s
contributed to your success?
Cameron Davies: I think I needed
some confidence. I had a rough

indoor season—I think I’ve had a
rough year in general. A lot of my
close friends have left the team; I
always say the team that I signed
up to be on and the team I’m
on now is very different. I was
down on myself and didn’t think
I had the times to go to Hillsdale,
and then I kind of slipped my
way in. That’s a big meet for
me—it’s in Michigan and my
family is from Michigan so those
are really the only meets they get
to see me in. I think just being in
that atmosphere brought up my
confidence and made me realize
that no matter where I am mentally, physically I’m in the right
place. And it all came together in
these past weeks.

GC: Do you think your success
from that weekend carried over
at all and contributed to your win
at the Lawrence Invitational?
CD: I think so. Last year was
my breakout year for running—
before that I had been good,
but not horrible. Last year, during indoor conference [Track &
Field] I won the 3,000-meter and
set a new school record. But
coming into this year—which
has been rough—I wasn’t a top
finisher in any of the events I had
“medalled” in before. So coming out of that, I told my coach I
wanted to win the steeplechase.
To come back into outdoors
and not be running the times I
wanted to, I was very down on
myself, but going to Hillsdale and
running that kind of time help
a lot. And I think that showed
this week. I had a time that puts
me in the top five in the conference, and I think I needed that
as a huge confidence boost that
I think showed at the home meet
and [that] is going to show even
more going into conference.
GC: How does the team look

going into conference?
CD: I think we look really good.
We’ve had a rough year and a lot
of people have left for a variety
of reasons. We have a lot of
people who are abroad right now
or who are injured, but I think
in terms of actual performance,
we’re doing really well. I really
think we’re peaking right where
we want to. Outdoor can be
difficult because, combined with
indoor, it feels like you’re training from January to May, and
it can be very exhausting, especially around this time of year.
But I think we’ve been fortunate
to have good weather to keep
motivating ourselves. Mentality
in running is huge, and I think
we’re geared up very well for
conference.

GC: Now that you have a few
years under your belt running
at Lawrence, what challenges
are you looking forward to, and
how do you feel about track at
Lawrence?
CD: We had a great core of leaders who graduated last year. My
freshman year there was a very
small senior class, and those
guys were thrust into a leadership role and did a great job, but
this year we had another very
small senior class, and I think
that unlike my freshman year,
this class was not ready to be
put into a leadership role. And
it showed initially. But as the
season’s progressed, we realized
that this is our team, and we’re
shaping it in our image. Going
into my senior year, I’m excited to see how this team shapes
up. We’re working to make sure
that this is a team committed to
running and a difficult training
program—especially at a rigorous school like Lawrence—and
I think the people who have
stuck around understand what
it means to be on this team. The
thing that excites me the most
about next year is seeing how we
improve.

Golf team ends season with top-10 finishers
Clare Bruning
Staff Writer

_____________________

The Lawrence University
Golf season came to a close last
weekend as the team competed at
the Midwest Conference (MWC)
Championships at Aldeen Golf
Club in Rockford, Ill. The Vikings
finished fifth of seven scoring
teams after three days out on the
links. St. Norbert College took first
place, followed closely by Carroll
University and Monmouth College.
Leading the Vikings was
sophomore Nigel Schuster, who
claimed third place in the conference by steadily climbing the
ranks. On Thursday, April 30,

Schuster settled into an eleventh
place tie with 81, and on Friday,
improved to a 75, the fourth-lowest round of the second day. On
Saturday, he carded a 78 on the
par 72 to finish tied for third.
“The key this weekend was
consistency, staying in the game
the first two days,” said Schuster.
“The guy who won plays absolutely boring golf, but posted a
good score every day. That’s what
we have to work on over the next
year.”
Schuster was referring
to Monmouth College’s Drake
Decker, who carded a 73 on the
first day of the tournament, before
finishing out with a pair of 77s for
a total of 227, five below secondplace Henry Mulvey of Carroll
University and seven below

Schuster’s 234.
Also performing well for
Lawrence was sophomore Nathan
Ley, who carded 78s the first two
days, and rounded it out with an
83 for 239 and a three-way tie for
tenth place. The top-10 finishers
earned all-conference honors, and
two all-conference players helped
propel the Vikings into a respectable team finish.
Senior Anton Olsson finished
20, carding 85 the first day, 80
the second and 84 the third for
a total of 249. Freshman Ryan
Clark, sophomore Ryan Eardley
and freshman Austin Frank finished as a trio in 39th, 40th and
41st respectively.
“The whole team clearly
looks up to our graduating senior
Anton Olsson,” said Schuster.

“Over four years he has led our
team by posting great scores each
week, and off the course, he was
always entertaining. While golf is
primarily an individual sport, I
would not have achieved as much
as an individual. We motivate each
other to improve each day. Most
importantly, though, between
rounds, we can laugh about some
of our mistakes we made and have
a good time as a team.”
At the close of the season,
Schuster is already looking ahead
to big things. “Anton leaves a big
hole in the team next year,” he
admitted. “Our big goal is to win
conference. It is a difficult goal,
but not impossible. I personally
want to take the lead on the team
next year, and I am determined to
win conference individually.”

MWC HONOR
ROLE
Women
Event / Name Mark Rank
100m 		
Kendra Thomas 13.09
10
200m 		
Eryn Blagg
27.55
20
800m 			
Kate Kilgus
2:27.23 15
800m 			
Amy Hutchings 2:30.91 19
1500m 			
Kate Kilgus
5:02.30 15
5k
			
Clare Bruning 18:53.71 8
5k		
Margaret Huck 19:31.75 15
400H 			
Anna Bolgrien 1:07.93 5
400H 			
Marisa Morrison 1:13.30 12
Steeple 			
Erin Schrobilgen 12:30.40 9
High Jump 			
Sage Greenlee 4‘11“
11
Long Jump
		
Kassidy Rinehart 14’11.5“ 15
Hammer 			
Genna Matt
145’ 4” 5
Javelin
Kassidy Reinhart 89’7” 13
Javelin 			
Genna Matt
89‘0“
14
Javelin
			
Brenna Ori
86‘10“ 18
Men
Event / Name Mark
Rank
400m			
Tyler Herman 52.39		 18
800m			
Ethan Gniot 1:58.29		 4
1500m			
Cam Davies 4:09.58		 4
5k			
Max Edwards 15:36.38		 2
Steeple			
Cam Davies 9:38.90		 1
Steeple			
Jordan Atkins 10:46.09		 11
High Jump			
Cole Erickson 5’3”		 11
Pole Vault			
Wes Hetcher 11’0.25”		 11
Long Jump			
Wes Hetcher 18’5.25”		 15
Hammer
		
Jackson Straughan 132’5”		 14
Javelin			
Dalton Sendelbach 135‘11“ 10
Javelin		
Cole Erickson 132‘11“		 12
Javelin 		
Wes Hetcher 122’7“		 18

Statistics are courtesy of
www.tfrrs.org
May 6, 2015
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Beyond the Bubble:
Is technology evil?

Regan Martin
Staff Writer

___________________________________

The Lawrentian tends to focus on student activities and opinions about what is
going on within the Lawrence community. In
an effort to permeate the Lawrence bubble,
this column aims to shed some light on the
views within the campus community about a
current event outside of Lawrence.
As students, we are in near constant
contact with technology. We use it for
research, to write assignments, and to stay
connected with friends and family. Our generation’s reliance on computers and smart
phones is often viewed in a negative light,
particularly by our elders. However, members of our generation, when asked their
opinions, had very different ideas about
our use of these devices.
While junior Henry Geraghty did
not have any strong opinions about our
reliance on technology, he did acknowledge, “It’s super useful, and it’s annoying
how useful it is. It makes you not have to
remember things. There are studies where,
when people know they can Google search
something, they’re way more likely to forget it than if they can’t.”
In response to this, junior Fiona
Masterton chimed in, “I haven’t found that.”
She went on to explain, “I think a lot of
people perceive it to be unhealthy, but I
think that in many ways, it’s symbiotic, and
that isn’t necessarily a bad thing. Everyone
is like, oh you rely on technology too much,
you all rely on technology too much and
it’s bad. But you know, people before relied

on fire, and it wasn’t a thing they worried
about. It’s OK to rely on technology because
it is so much a part of society. I think it’s just
our parents being angry that they didn’t
have that. I think it’s symbiotic, I like it.”
Freshman Sean Gies holds a more negative view. “It’s inevitable,” he said. “It’s
abused, but you can’t stop it. Who’s going to
stop it? You can’t do anything about it, but I
don’t think it’s a good thing.”
Junior Sofie Yang felt similarly: “I
think I’m not in the norm with that because
I didn’t get a phone until I came here, and I
try not to use my phone. But it really helps
to have email on your phone because a lot
of important information happens and it’s
always overwhelming to sit at a computer
and check your email because there’s like a
thousand things.”
However, Yang also acknowledged a
downside, stating, “I think it makes people
feel like they have to constantly be available all the time so I really don’t like that
at all… I think [if you didn’t have technology], you would be so much more aware
of what is going on around you. I think in
general, society keeps getting more and
more involved in technology, which is not a
bad thing, there is a good side of that, but I
think in everyday life, we could use it less,
and it seems like we’re becoming more and
more dependent.”
This idea that we are becoming more
dependent on technology whether we like it
or not, for better or for worse, was perfectly
summed up by freshman Molly Froman’s
response: “One second, I’m checking my
phone.”

From Kathmandu to Appleton, L
Ollin Garcia Pliego
Staff Writer

_________________________

The 7.8 magnitude earthquake that
hit Nepal on April 25 has left over 7,500
casualties, according to the latest reports
from NBC news and the Canadian broadcaster CBC News. Among those present
for the earthquake was Lawrence alumnus Anthony D. Truglia ’14. On campus,
Nepalese students have expressed their
concern with their country’s situation and
are already taking action to help their
nation.
Truglia was touring Asia and had just
arrived in Kathmandu a day before the
earthquake happened. “The day after I
arrived in Nepal, me, Kabindra P. Dhakal

[’14] and his friend Shashank Shah were
having lunch on the third floor of a restaurant. I was experiencing true Nepalese
cuisine for the first time. After we finished,
we were drinking tea when suddenly, my
tea glass started to shake,” he said.
At the moment of the disaster,
Truglia was visiting his friend and fellow
Lawrence alumnus Dhakal, a resident of
Kathmandu. When the floor started to
shake, he thought that the vibrations were
coming out of a massive street parade,
but later realized that nature was playing
a role.
“I almost felt sideways at one point
and it was difficult to stand. Our first reaction was to use the walls as support, but
then we quickly decided it best to flee the
building before it collapsed. Fortunately
for us, the building did not collapse and

Asia-A kicks off Asian American Pacific Islander
Heritage Month with portrait gallery
Anh Ta

Staff Writer

______________________________________________

This month of May has special meaning
to the Asian and Pacific Islander communities
as it pays tribute to the diverse and unique
narratives of these groups. Celebrating the
Asian American Pacific Islander Heritage
Month, Asia-A has planned out a series of
events to explore all of the different narratives, as well as specific issues concerning
these communities. It is an experience in
self-knowledge not only for the Asian and
Pacific Islander communities, but also for the
entire Lawrence community.
For Asia-A, this is their first time celebrating this important cultural event; planning and preparation began at the beginning
of the academic year. Starting with a selfexpression portrait gallery titled “This Is Me”
in the Warch Campus Center Gallery, Asia-A
also hosted screenings of the documentary
“Vincent Who,” followed by a panel discussion on the film as well as issues faced by the
Asian and Pacific Islander communities on
Wednesday, May 6.
Sharing with us the thought process
behind this celebration, Asia-A’s Co-President

and sophomore Veronica Thao believes there
is a need for greater understanding of these
communities’ voices and greater discussion.
“We feel that there is not much awareness, a sense of identity, a sense of empowerment among the Asian community here
on campus,” said Thao. “We want to create
a chance for the Asian community here to
really speak their mind.”
Asia-A’s Co-President and sophomore
Evelina Vang also chimed in: “Through
events like Cabaret, there has been a lot of
entertainment, but there has not been a
platform for [Asian] students to voice how
they feel about themselves,” said Vang. “All
we have seen was to give a show […] there is
so much more than that […] [The audience]
can see your performance, but they don’t see
how you feel.”
In addition, although this month is dedicated to American-born Asians and Pacific
Islanders, Asia-A hopes to expand it to anyone with roots in an Asian culture, regardless
of their origins. With this, Asia-A wishes to
illustrate a characteristic of the Asian community: the diversity.
This is highlighted through the blackand-white portraits of individuals from different Asian cultures on campus. Each photo

is accompanied by a short paragraph written
by the models themselves, reflecting on the
meaning of their own identities to themselves. This is one of the key events of this
month as, according to Thao and Vang, there
has not been such a strong statement for the
Asian community at Lawrence. The gallery
will be in showing until Sunday, May 10.
Thao expressed her views on the gallery: “Part of the reason why we do the “This
Is Me” gallery is to show people the diversity
within the Asian community, the different
voices that each of us has within our individual culture. Being Asian is more than just
being Asian; it is also being Korean, Japanese
or Chinese. They are all very different.”
Besides trying to present all the different Asian cultures and let voices be heard,
Asia-A also aims to unite all of the very
diverse Asian cultures together. They also
feel that the lack of presence of the Asian
and Pacific Islander narratives on campus
might also be due to the lack of platform for
different cultural groups to come together.
“Although we have so many different Asian
cultural groups here […] I feel that these
groups are more geared towards their own
cultures,” said Thao. “The Korean Cultural
Club is more geared towards Korean stu-

dents […] As Asia-A, we want to become the
center for groups to come together […] to
celebrate each other.”
As one of the pioneers for initiating
conversation for Asian students at Lawrence,
Asia-A has to deal with many uncertaintes.
Thao and Vang also look forward to gauging
the interests of the community to achieve
their long-term goals beyond this month: to
continue raising awareness and generating
further discussions.
“The most important thing is we want
to know what [an Asian student] wants,”
said Vang. “We want to know what a nonAsian student wants or what the community wants; so we can provide discussions or
events for them to make them feel comfortable sharing their experience.”
Charging ahead into unknown territories, Vang and Thao are making their way
into Lawrence history. “This is our time for
the Asian community to not be passive,” Thao
shared. “We have to step up, get out of our
comfort zone and start talking about these
things to make a change. It is really scary
because we don’t know what to expect […]
But that’s okay.”
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Senior Spotlight: Romelle Loiseau
Margaret Koss
Staff Writer

___________________________________

Photo provided by Tony Truglia

Lawrentians react to earthquake
the earthquake stopped just as we exited
the building,” Truglia said.
The three friends survived and were
able to share their shocking story. Their
immediate reactions after exiting the
building were to go home and check on
their families. “The roads were packed
with thousands of scared people. It was
tough getting back to his house, but after a
while we did,” Truglia said.
The volunteering efforts made by
Nepal’s population and international help
have proved crucial in saving many lives
and keep hope in the country’s saddened
environment. Truglia and Dhakal joined
the efforts to help.
“Afterwards, we volunteered at the
local hospital and Kabindra even gave
blood. I was unable to since I had contracted Dengue fever in Sumatra a week

prior. We also went to the airport on one
particular day and asked for donations
from those who were leaving the country.
We collected food, money, tents and sleeping bags,” Truglia mentioned.
He attests that the people in the country are determined to make a change. On
the other side of the world, at Lawrence
University, Nepalese students joined the
effort to help their country by starting a
fundraising project.
Freshman Sreyendra Purush Dhakal,
who was born in Kathmandu and is
Kabindra Dhakal’s cousin, was just waking
up when his friends informed him of what
happened back home. “Yes, I was actually
in my room. I think the earthquake happened at 1 p.m. in Nepal, which means

See page 10

With graduation quickly approaching, our
time with the members of the Class of 2015 is
getting short. To give us a better idea of what
the seniors are doing after Lawrence and how
they got there, this column will feature a different senior each week for the rest of the year. This
week’s senior is Romelle Loiseau who will be taking a year off before going to mortuary school.
In other words, “I’m [going to] work with
dead bodies,” Loiseau says. “Lawrence has
given me a good learning experience, but it has
exhausted me. And that’s why I’m taking a year
off. It’ll be good not to be in the classroom for a
while.” Loiseau plans to spend a year restoring
his mental health and traveling to upstate New
York, California and Argentina.
Although Loiseau will not be experiencing a
traditional classroom setting, traveling to places
he has never been will still be a continuation of
a learning experience that began at Lawrence.
“Lawrence has taught me that most of the world
is not like me,” he says. “There’s not a lot of
people like me here. And most places I go in the
world, I’m going to be a representation of a small
group of people there, and I’m going to have to
learn how to maneuver myself in that kind of
environment. So Lawrence has prepared me to
deal with different environments.”
Learning how to live in different environments has taken more than just an understanding of where Loiseau himself comes from. “I’ve
gained a new perspective in terms of understanding where people come from that are different than me—like people that come from
very homogenous towns who have never had to
interact with someone like me before,” he says.
“And understanding why people are the way
that they are based on how they were raised and
where they come from.”
Loiseau continues, “I have also learned to
understand how to speak to different people—
like learning how to speak in an office environment or an academic setting, or how to speak
to elderly people or your peers. So now I know
how to say the same information in different
languages.”
Loiseau gained all of this after coming from
an environment very different than the one at
Lawrence and the Midwest in general. A student
from New York, Loiseau describes the culture
here as being “very interesting” to observe.
“Just the way people carry themselves, the way
people … interact,” he explains. “Like when I’m
riding my bike, how cautious the drivers are.”

Being a part of the Posse Scholars program
has helped Loiseau feel connected in a place
where few people understand where he comes
from. “I am about to graduate in six weeks and
that would not be possible if I didn’t have my
Posse, the seven students who came here with
me from the East Coast,” he says. “I’ve met some
really interesting people here. Every year, I think
the circle of people I call my friends has gotten
smaller, which I definitely think is natural, and
I’m glad.”
Looking back on his years here, Loiseau
says he has no regrets attending Lawrence. “I
was going to drop out Winter Term of my freshman year,” he admits. “But I took a class with
Assistant Professor of Biology Brian Piasecki.
He convinced me to stay in school. He gave me
his textbooks, I sat in his class for an entire term
and by the end of it, I was a bio major.” He continues, “when I go back home, everyone always
thinks I’m going to be a doctor. I guess more than
anything, I feel like I’ll be walking evidence that
it’s possible, which is cool.”
When asked if he felt at all scared for what
was to come, Loiseau immediately says, “Oh, I’m
very excited for the future. I feel like everyone in
my class has all these awesome plans when they
graduate and mine seem small in comparison.
But I don’t think my aspirations are smaller.” In
addition to Loiseau’s future schooling, his aspirations include his music. “On May 23, my debut
album, “New State Usual,” is being released on
iTunes, Amazon, Spotify and Tidal,” he says. “So
I’m [going to] ride on that wave for a little bit
and continue music in the future.”
For now, Loiseau has a lot figured out. To
anyone in the place he was four years ago, he
says, “Try new things, don’t forget the struggle
and stay black.”

Loiseau’s album, New State Usual.
Provided by Cate Bentley

Archives document life at Lawrence during WWI
Ollin Garcia Pliego
Staff Writer

____________________________

Although Americans' opinions were
divided, a large number of students at
Lawrence showed patriotic and nationalistic
sentiments when the United States entered
World War I to support the Allies on April
6, 1917.
The Great War, as it was called before
World War II, is among the deadliest armed
conflicts in history, accounting for around
17 million deaths: about 10 million military personnel and seven million civilians.
The trigger for war was the assassination
of Archduke Franz Ferdinand of Austria in
Sarajevo on June 28, 1914.
Professor of History and Patricia Hamar
Boldt Professor of Liberal Studies Paul Cohen
explains that people "[were] stuck in the
19th century" because most thought to be in
"a war of competitive capitalism, entrepreneurship, the industrial revolution or in fact,
in an increasingly global world where the
corporations are on the rise and there's an
interlinked economy."
Technological developments in warfare
set World War I apart from previous conflicts. "What it changed for 1914 was the
military technology. You have machine guns,

big artillery, airplanes, motor cars; all this
stuff which is going to make the war much
bloodier and much more extended," said
Cohen.
Ideologically, the war was mainly about
nationalism. "By 1914, nationalism has
become ethnic, hypercompetitive and also
overlaid with imperialism ... Germany wants
to compete with Britain, they want to be
nation-states in central and eastern Europe
that are rebelling against old empires,"
explained Cohen.
President Woodrow Wilson was elected
on the promise of not entering the war, but
the political scenario switched for the United
States because of two crucial events. The
first causus belli, or cause for war, was the
German sinking of American ships. Cohen
explains how:
"The Germans have been carrying out
submarine warfare, most famously the sinking of the Lusitania ... the Germans were sinking ships for reasons, the Americans were
supplying the Allies so the Germans made
a calculation … they miscalculated,” and the
Americans entered the war.
German Foreign Minister Arthur
Zimmermann invited Mexico to fight as a
German ally against the United States
through the famous Zimmermann telegram.
In exchange, the Germans promised to help
Mexico recovering the territories of Texas,
New Mexico and Arizona, lost in the Mexican-

American War. The British intelligence
intercepted the Zimmermann telegram and
passed it on to Washington.
Lawrence profoundly changed with the
war. In the book “A History of Lawrence
University 1847-1964,” former Professor
Emeritus of History Charles Breunig explains
the university’s environment after the outbreak of war:
“By June, 40 or 50 Lawrence students
had enlisted, gone into YMCA work or
entered some form of service, such as work
in shipyards or on farms. The following academic year, 1917-18, brought an even greater
drop in enrollment. By the fall of 1918, only
the arrival of a unit of 400 soldiers known as
the SATC, or Student Army Training Corps,
enabled the college to keep afloat.”
As with other wars in the nation, life at
Lawrence radically changed, but this time,
with the presence of 400 military men on
campus. When the unit arrived, there were
only 36 men enrolled in the university. Every
healthy male student was required to participate in the military training and drill, as
required by the government.
Later on, food rationing was introduced
on campus: “100 of meat per week were
saved in dormitories and fraternities by the
observance of ‘meatless days’ when soup,
beans or fish were served as substitutes,”
wrote Breunig.
The Lawrentian reported on November

22, 1917 that “Every Lawrence student has
shown by his attitude that he is more than
willing to make this small but all-important
sacrifice because in so doing he feels that
he is having a part in putting the finishing
touches on Kaiser Bill.”
Students’ attitudes and anti-German
sentiment during the war reflected those
of many Americans. For example, there was
a great decline in German classes: “AntiGerman sentiment showed up on the campus
in a 50 percent drop in enrollment in German
courses in the fall of 1917,” wrote Breunig. “A
year later, only seven students signed up for
German courses,” he said.
Former conservatory professor Ludolf
Arens, who had become an American citizen
ten years before the war, was accused of
pro-Germanism. The rumors rapidly spread
around campus to the point that President
Samuel G. Plantz felt the need to publicly
defend him in The Lawrentian.
Anti-Germanism was tied with superpatriotic feelings. “Judson Rosebush, a trustee and former Lawrence professor, organized
a Lawrence chapter of the Loyalty Legion ...
50,000 in Wisconsin,” said Breunig. Its main
goals were to encourage enlistment in the
army and navy as well as “to seek out traitors
and bring them to punishment, to hold slackers up to public contempt, and to teach and
practice a broad vigorous American patriotism,” he wrote.
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Robert Glasper Trio brings experimental jazz to campus
Izzy Yellen
Staff Writer

_________________________

On Friday, May 1, the Robert
Glasper Trio came to Lawrence
University to perform in the
Lawrence Memorial Chapel,
closing the 2014-15 Jazz Series.
Before the concert, Robert Glasper
opened up his soundcheck so anyone could ask questions and see
him and the band warm up.
Glasper’s Q&A was a bit different than the typical masterclass
due to its relaxed, conversational
nature. For a little over an hour,
Glasper sat at the edge of the stage
and gave his time to those who
wanted to listen. He gave students
an opportunity to ask questions
so he could get to know his audience and give them advice and
insight.
Among some of the topics
discussed were his beginnings
in music and jazz, recording in a
studio, the direction of jazz, and
finding a unique voice. Glasper
gave in-depth answers to all questions, often going on interesting

tangents filled with helpful tips
and humorous anecdotes. The fact
that he took the time to not only
acquaint himself with his audience, but also give guidance was
admirable and enhanced the following concert.
“I love playing at colleges
because this is the time where
people get really influenced,”
Glasper shared. “This is the time
period where people start breaking and not being a musician
because of certain things that happened. They need their pep talks
and some food for thought.” While
he was able to give everyone there
both of these things, he was also
able to do it in a personable and
enjoyable way.
After the half-hour long
soundcheck and hour long Q&A,
the bulk of attendees seemed content and excited, even without the
upcoming concert. When the concert began, all of the audience
opened their ears and became
attentive and eager to listen.
First impressions are important when musicians step onto
the stage. Even though a handful
of us had already gotten to be

somewhat familiar with Glasper,
the rest of the audience got an
unusual first impression of him.
After sitting down at the piano
bench, he shared his excitement
about Cozzy Corner and giggled a
lot. He was incredibly relaxed and
exuded a chill demeanor, which
confused some people.
Despite this personality, he
was focused when he started
playing. So much care was put
into each note he played, and it
was apparent he was very invested in the music he was playing. This was also true for the
other two members—Brandon
Owens on bass and Damion Reid
on drums—but easier to see in
Glasper since he was featured
much more. Highlights included
many accompanied solos, most
notably a beautiful, somber rendition of Nirvana’s “Smells Like Teen
Spirit.”
One thing that gives Glasper
and his various groups their
unique sound is the fusion of jazz
with hip-hop and soul. While this
is an increasingly popular practice in jazz, most musicians have
found their niche and own specific

sound. The Robert Glasper Trio
incorporates many elements of
the two non-jazz genres—such as
licks being vamped like a hip-hop
sample or soulful, poppy chord
progressions rather than jazzy
ones—while still staying acoustic. This acoustic piano triois in
contrast to the Robert Glasper
Experiment, an electronic act.
Reid played with this melding of multiple genres as well,
creating complex backing beats
that sounded electronic due to
their precision and technicality.
While he wasn’t featured a whole
lot other than his few drum solos,
his ability to accompany the piano
while remaining interesting was
fantastic.
Owens also often just accompanied the piano, but sometimes doubled the melody. While
Glasper’s playing was usually
laid-back and Reid’s was busy and
active, Owens leaned towards
Glasper,
providing
tension
between the two moods. Without
this tension, the moments of
release would not resonate nearly
as well with the audience.
The best parts of the concert

were when the trio experimented and just played to see what
would happen. These moments
were not extremely frequent, and
while I enjoyed the rest of the
concert, I wish they had occurred
more often. During one piece, all
members messed with different
grooves, licks and feels to create a
multitude of hip-hop beats. These
moments showcased their collaborative, on-the-spot talents of listening and knowing what sounds
can make intriguing music. It is
one thing for one person to improvise and sound hip, but a whole
other venture for a group to successfully do so.
This concert and Q&A were
incredible experiences, and I
am grateful for Robert Glasper’s
desire to take the time to not only
put on a great show, but also to sit
down and talk to some impressionable musicians like myself.
Next year’s Jazz Series will feature
Cyrille Aimée, Rufus Reid and his
quartet, the Ambrose Akinmusire
Quartet, and the Kurt Rosenwinkel
New Quartet.

ed of faculty members’ excellence
as solo musicians is a worthwhile
experience, especially in such a
performance space.
One of my favorite things
about musical performances is
watching artists engage with a
piece and seeing that engagement
manifest into movement. I was
lucky enough to sit in the second
row, and my seat gave me the perfect view of both Michelic’s and
Padilla’s facial expressions during
the recital.
For example, Michelic’s brow
would furrow, intense with focus,
during some pieces. During others, a small smile would appear.
Padilla’s face, however, seemed to
open up; his eyes widened during certain melodic moments,
and when his accompaniment
merged with Michelic’s solo lines,
he would lean toward him. Their
synchronicity was contoured by
the pieces and was exemplified
in their facial and body movements. They were clearly invested

in the music, which made me feel
invested as well.
I was impressed and
intrigued by the variety of people
who were present for this recital. Naturally, students from the
viola and piano departments were
there to support their professors,
but students from a variety of
other departments, professors
from outside the conservatory
and Appleton community members also attended.
This turnout was too plentiful for the stage and overflowed
into the balcony near the stage.
It represented both the closeknit nature of the conservatory
and the desire of many individuals outside of the conservatory to
show their appreciation for music
at Lawrence and the wonderful
professors who make it happen.
The repertoire for the evening included two pieces by
Harald Genzmer. The first was
“Sonatine for Viola and Piano”
and the second was “Sonate for

Viola Solo.” Although similar in
style to those of his famous composition teacher Paul Hindemith,
this German composer’s contemporary works were less popular.
However, he composed prolifically
and for a vast number of instruments. Expansive bowing and a
sense of layering between the
piano and viola characterized his
pieces played that evening.
Michelic also performed
“Intermezzo for Viola and Piano”
by Nino Rota. This work contrasted the Genzmer and featured lush,
romantic-sounding melodies.
The final piece on the program
was “Sonata in A minor, D. 821”
(“Arpeggione”) by Franz Schubert.
This piece was originally written for an “arpeggione,” a stringed
instrument that was briefly popular during the 19th century. This
piece is usually played on cello,
but it sounded very full on the
viola as well. Especially given the
emotional expressivity of Michelic
and Padilla, this “Sonata” man-

aged to both reach beautiful
heights of drama and relax into
subtler, thoughtful moments of
wistfulness.
On a sentimental note,
Michelic took a moment at the
end of his recital to thank his
parents, daughter and son-in-law
for attending. This was incredibly
touching and reminded students
and adults alike of the importance
of articulating gratitude for those
who support you.
After acknowledging his family and the audience, Michelic
repaid his well-deserved standing ovation by playing an encore,
which was my favorite piece of
the evening: Claude Débussy’s
“Beau Soir.” In spite of the piece
having been written for vocalists,
Michelic’s sensitive interpretation
was full of warm tones and left
everybody smiling. Fifth year and
voice performance major Graycie
Gardner summarized the recital
aptly: “It was really lovely.”

expectations.
Wild Firth followed with a
similarly “acoustic” set. With only
sophomore Ridley Tankersley’s
acoustic guitar and junior Michael
Felzan’s hand drum as new additions, the band’s slightly altered
sound seemed to reflect a simple
change in scenery—from basement to garden fire pit—more
than anything else.
Junior Will Fraser’s poignant,
reverbed voice tossed subtle dissonances toward a growing crowd
while Tankersley drew close to
the fire. Wild Firth will forever be
indebted to the fearless audience
member who brushed a glowing
ember from Tankersley’s strumming, sweatered arm.
One particularly striking song
grew from Babbitt’s—now on the
bass—sparse, crystalline harmonics, accompanied by Felzan
with a small handful of jingling
bells. After Tankersley joined with
similar harmonics, Fraser jumped
in with a shining mess of sound.
The texture coalesced in due time
before receding to an even more

disparate sound than before.
With smoke pouring past
their red and blue lights—and,
most likely, into their eyes and
throats—the five members of
Riverbug debuted their material.
In each of their songs, rhythmic tension would give way to
more standard meters over the
course of multiple varied sections.
One song, named “7/8” for its initially unbalanced meter, achieved
a more balanced meter in material that—with senior keyboardist
Tim Carrigg’s grandiose, cascading arpeggios—suggested catharsis.
This is a driving musical factor for senior guitarist, vocalist
and song-writer Luke Rivard, who
explained that, for him, rhythmic
tension can be as compelling as
harmonic tension.
Rivard and junior Cate
Bentley shared vocal duties; in one
striking moment, an unexpected
swoop from Bentley elicited an
audibly positive reaction from the
audience. Carrigg and sophomore
bassist Jakob Heinemann filled

out their chordal sound, which
typically featured grand harmonic
rhythms marked off by jazzedup punctuations. Mostly with the
pads of his fingers, senior drummer Dan Reifsteck contributed an
even, low-key percussive undercurrent.
According to Rivard, the
idea for the band sprouted during a music and entrepreneurship class taught by Dean of the
Conservatory of Music Brian Pertl.
“The class was basically me building confidence to actually put the
group together,” admitted Rivard
after the show.
Assembling Riverbug was
not difficult. “I know their voices
pretty well, on their instruments,”
explained Rivard. “Aside from
being some of my best friends,
they’re all amazing musicians.
I knew this particular group of
people would get along together.”
As for the name and the mysterious logo, which appeared as
chalk drawings throughout campus on the day of the concert,
Rivard points to his habitual jour-

naling. “I had finished writing a
very deep, provocative journal
entry,” said Rivard. After thinking
the entry over, he “ended up just
drawing that, just like a doodle,
and I just wrote Riverbug underneath.”
The SLUG fire pit is not a typical venue for campus band performances, for reasons witnessed on
Thursday. Some band members
described not being able to hear
themselves in that environment
and setup, perhaps leading to the
occasional lack of ensemble cohesion that Wild Firth otherwise
always exhibits. The fluctuating
outdoor climate may account for
Rivard’s guitar tuning issues, and
it can most definitely account for
each player’s cold hands.
With plenty of acoustical
forethought and preparation—
and a warmer night—the fire
pit could become a viable option
for band performances, such as
Riverbug’s second show.

Professors Michelic and Padilla perform intimate recital in chapel
Anastasia Skliarova
Staff Writer

___________________________

I entered the Lawrence
Memorial Chapel a little before 7
p.m. on Sunday, May 3, and, contrary to my expectations, I saw a
large audience gathered on the
stage. Although the chapel in its
entirety is an exciting acoustic
space in which to listen to music,
the sense of intimacy created by
being on the stage was new and
exciting in its own right.
The works performed that
evening comprised the faculty
recital of Associate Professor
of Music and Viola Teacher
Matthew Michelic with guest artist Associate Professor of Music
Anthony Padilla on piano. It goes
without saying that our musical
faculty does excellent pedagogical
work and goes above and beyond
to nurture students and musical
passion. However, being remind-

Babbitt, Wild Firth and Riverbug give concert at SLUG fire pit
Jon Hanrahan
Staff Writer

__________________________

Warmed not nearly enough
by the fire and accompanied by a
whispering paper mill, senior Alex
Babbitt, Wild Firth and Riverbug
performed short sets for a few
dozen listeners at the SLUG fire pit
on Thursday, April 30. Babbitt and
Wild Firth mixed garden-appropriate acoustics with an electronic wash, and Riverbug appeared
before an audience for the first
time.
The show began with
Babbitt’s set. After two songs with
acoustic guitar, including an Angel
Olsen cover, Babbitt switched to a
sampled and remixed soundscape.
That sonic expanse conveyed, to
my ears, the destruction of a vital
forest and a choir reckoning with
the technological singularity. As
an encore, Babbitt—guitar again
in hand—meditated on wordless
lines, allowing his voice to drip or
hover beyond established melodic
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ARTIST SPOTLIGHT:

LUCY BOUMAN

Bryan Cebulski
Staff Writer

_______________________

On one hand, the photographer is an auteur. She has artistic control over the content of
the photographs she takes—the
lighting, the position of the camera, the subject matter, etc. Yet,
on the other hand, the photographer is a chronicler of subjects and events outside her own
shell. Instead of examining the
photo as an extension of the
photographer’s psyche, it can be
viewed as a visual record of the
subject’s psychology.
Senior Lucy Bouman set out
on a project with this frame of
mind. Her project, titled “The
Psychology of the Subject,” will
be presented at the Senior Art
Major Exhibition alongside the
works of seven other seniors
majoring in art on May 22, at 6
p.m. in the Wriston Art Center
Galleries.
Bouman’s interest in photography began in high school.
Her fondness for art classes
in this era of her education
prompted her to pursue an art
minor. However, during her
sophomore year at Lawrence,
she found that she enjoyed art

Start a band

continued from page 3
play, then go for it. Just know that
this type of music might require
more rehearsals before you start
sounding like a cohesive group. If
you’re doing all transcriptions and
arrangements, then make it clear
who is responsible for bringing
this material to your rehearsals.
Dedication: Your ensemble
will only be successful if every
member pulls their own weight.

more than anything else. While
she does cite psychology as
another field of interest—one
which she gains a great deal of
insight from—art became her
main academic study. She did
settle on a psychology minor.
The interplay between psychology and photography has since
had an interesting impact on her
projects.
“I really like documenting
moments, being able to look
back on them when my memory
fails me,” Bouman explained.
Bouman works with both
film and digital photography.
She enjoys both, but has a soft
spot for the former, as the difficulties of the medium reward
the photographer by demanding
more sophisticated shot composition.
“It makes you think harder,”
said Bouman. “You have to compose the images more carefully
because you only have a limited amount of pictures you can
take.”
Although not consciously
decided, Bouman’s main subject
matter tends to be people. She
enjoys taking photos of people in
either candid or studio environments, capturing the moment
of people doing what those particular people usually do.
In this regard, a chamber group
is easier than a band because
you have the threat of a grade
to encourage you to put your all
into the ensemble. Make sure to
schedule rehearsals and sign out
a practice space in advance. Show
up to rehearsal prepared and on
time. Treat this group like any
other group you are a part of at
Lawrence because this shows
respect to yourself and to the
other musicians you are collaborating with.

Best Traditional Pizza
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Best Take-Out/Delivery
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This enjoyment heavily
informs her senior project. “The
Psychology of the Subject” is a
series of studio photos in which
her subjects are given no direction at all. Using four by five film
with studio lighting and a white
backdrop, Bouman simply asks
for the subject’s first reaction.
The result is usually awkward,
but always fascinatingly human.
This project effectively
transfers the focus from the photographer to the subject. It is
more purely a study of the subject’s emotion, facial expression
and body posture.
Aside from photography,
Bouman is involved with the
Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority,
Viking Chorale and Concordance.
She sings, and plays guitar, piano
and flute. She is interested in
creative writing as well, keeping that hobby personal when
her initial plans to be an English
major didn’t work to her advantage. Of course, she enjoys taking photographs for personal
purposes.
After graduation, Bouman
will return to her home in the
Chicagoland area, take a breather to recover from her time at
Lawrence and spend a while
planning the next year or so of
her life. Ideally, she hopes to

become involved in—if not outright own—a professional photography studio in which she
would perform various photo
shoots for people.

Lucy Bouman’s senior art
project “The Psychology of the
Subject” will be on display in
the Wriston Art Center Galleries
beginning May 22, at 6 p.m..
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STAFF EDITORIAL
Local news misconstrues Nepalese students’ experiences

Importance of the
Admitted Students Day
Emma Arnesen

Staff Writer

As Nepal begins recovering from its recent catastrophic earthquake, many Lawrence students have
been engaged in efforts to raise money and provide aid to the state. Many of these efforts have been
organized by students who are being affected by the natural disaster.

While these endeavors are being pursued on campus, news sources in the Appleton area have
decided to cover the earthquake’s devastation by focusing on Nepalese students at Lawrence. This angle
has provided a human narrative to the issue, but it has also led to sensationalization and inaccurate
reporting.
Fox 11’s and Local 5’s coverage of the earthquake was entirely focused on the apparent devastation and helplessness of Bimalsen Rajbhandari, a Nepalese sophomore at Lawrence. WBAY covered the
earthquake by presenting the personal story of Lawrence freshman Nijesh Upreti. This narrative focused
almost entirely on Upreti’s upbringing in Nepal.

Both Upreti and Rajbhandari felt that the coverage did not represent the content of each interview
accurately and that quotes were consistently pulled out of context. Many statements that both students
found vital were left out. However, several erroneous remarks were included. Local 5 included a comment about the messiness of Rajbhandari’s room while WBAY assessed the meaning of a ring Upreti
was wearing.
Furthermore, Nepal was depicted as just another developing country experiencing yet another
devastating trauma. The unique and important narrative of Nepal was lost in this sentimental portrayal
of sad students.
Obviously, any interview conducted for short news clips has to be cut down to content selectively
chosen by any given media outlet. However, the selected clips from each interview in this instance demonstrated a specific perspective that did not represent the subjects’ experiences.

While Nepalese students are being directly impacted by this natural disaster in tragic ways, they are
all also engaged in causes to educate the community and provide aid in Nepal’s recovery.
The sole focus on disaster and hopelessness did not do any favors to the featured Nepalese students
or to their families in Nepal. This coverage provided broad statements about recovery, without giving
any details about actual efforts for aid being pursued on-campus. The most detrimental aspect of these
reports is that they further victimize the state of Nepal in order to create an emotionally relatable story
for the viewer.
The Nepalese community at Lawrence provided an easy way to “localize” Nepal’s earthquake, but
local reporting misconstrued this community’s perspective, and demonstrated incomplete and inadequate news coverage.

Earthquake

continued from page 7
that it was about 1 a.m. here … I
found out about the earthquake
at 8 a.m., so it was seven hours
after [it].”
At first, he thought that it
was a friend’s prank and that the
quake had not really happened.
Fortunately, Sreyendra Dhakal’s
family was not physically affected
by the earthquake, though they
had some property damage and
losses. “They were affected by it,
but luckily, thank God, they were
not hurt. They felt that … the
earthquake was terrible and we
suffered some property damage,
but luckily, no one was hurt.”
Sreyendra Dhakal’s prediction for the earthquake’s immediate and long-term aftermath is
that there will be a social and economic crisis. He also predicts that
“… it is going to take a while for
Nepal and its people to get back
on their foot and be strong, but it

will definitely happen.”
Freshman Nijesh Upreti, also
from Nepal’s capital, confirms that
his immediate family did not suffer any physical harm. “I’m unable
to contact other people, so for
now my immediate family is all
right,” he said.
Upreti was waking up early
in the morning, about 7,500 miles
away from home in his college
dorm, when he found out about
the earthquake in his country. “ I
woke up in the morning at seven
and then I was just looking on
my computer and saw something
about Nepal and … clicked on it,
and when I opened it … I was worried because the epicenter was
close to Kathmandu.”
After waking up, Upreti went
straight to work at the Warch
Campus Center , but continued
to think about Nepal’s situation.
Particularly, he was extremely
worried about his family because
he had not heard any news from
them.
“It was kind of hours … I

didn’t receive any texts or calls,
nothing, so I was … scared until
that evening, around 9 or 10 ... I
sent a few texts and received [one]
in Viber saying that everybody
[was] okay. I tried to call them,
[but] I couldn’t until the next day,”
said Upreti.
He also foresees a profound
economic crisis on Nepal. On the
one hand, “[looking] at it from
an economic perspective, Nepal
is already a developing country,
[and] compared to the United
States, is 150 years backwards.
Now that this happened, we are
[an additional] 20 years backwards still to build on.”
On the other hand, “we as
youths … need to … do something
for our nation. We will not only
focus on an economic perspective,
but also on [a social one] because
Nepal is in such a position that
earthquakes might frequently
happen, so we are going to have to
think about how to build houses
or how to make people aware of
what to do then,” Upreti said.

Have any interest in being a writer,
photographer or artist for The Lawrentian?

We’re currently looking for more
Opinions & Editorials and Sports writers.
To become a staff member,
email lawrentian@lawrence.edu.

____________________________________

In the weeks leading up to
the National College Decision Day
deadline on May 1, many new
faces roamed the Lawrence campus. For some prospective students, Admitted Students Day
is the determining factor as to
whether or not they will choose to
spend their next four or five years
at Lawrence.
Students are invited to stay
overnight on campus on two different weekends in the spring,
helping them experience college
life and classes. However, the visit
days fell on April 14 and 26 this
year, giving prospective students
little time to prepare for the fastapproaching May 1 deadline. As a
recent overnight host, I can attest
to how important it is to represent
the Lawrence campus and student
life in a positive light to future
classmates.
When selecting a school
where you will be living and
attending classes for the next few
years, it is pertinent to find out
as much information as you can
beforehand. This could include
reading a 1,000 page “Princeton
Review” college book or taking a
guided campus tour. Alternatively,
staying overnight with a host student is an even better way to help
prospective students decide if a
school is the right fit.
No books or admissions
counselor will be able to tell you
if a school is the one you will be
comfortable attending for the next
four years or not. Staying overnight allows prospective students
to meet and live with current students who could even be in the
same classes as them someday.
Before coming to Lawrence,
visiting campus helped me learn
more about the school apart from
statistics from a brochure. Being
able to connect with my host and
learn about everything she was
involved in on campus made me
even more interested in Lawrence
and the different opportunities it
has to offer.
Ultimately, the goal of the
Admitted Students Days is to represent Lawrence in the best light
possible. While hosting a student,
there is only a small window of
time to make a great impression
on the decision-making process.
Time goes by fast while sharing dinner and a dorm room to
sleep in, and answering questions
before they are up early the next

day, ready to explore classes on
their own.
In my own hosting experience, helping the visiting student
lay out their sleeping bag and
showing them around the dorm
is one of the most critical parts of
their visit. While they will remember how good the desserts were
at dinner and the light-up carbon molecules in Steitz Hall, staying overnight allows them to feel
comfortable and experience what
a typical school night in college
is like.
On the first full day of the
prospective student’s visit, it is
essential to take them to breakfast and, if you have time, help
them find where they can sign up
for classes. While the food in the
commons might not be as appealing to the host—especially at 7:30
a.m.—the prospective student
is able to see the different meal
options and organize their time to
fit their class schedule.
Guiding them to where they
can sign up for classes is also pertinent because chances are that
morning will be the last time you
see them before they go off on
their own. Making sure to answer
any last-minute questions and
wishing them a great rest of the
trip also helps to solidify a good
impression on the campus and
yourself.
The hosted student’s visiting experience is vital because it
is ultimately the responsibility
of the host to reflect Lawrence
positively. One of the great things
about the later visit days is that
Lawrence is most likely, and hopefully, the last college visit students
will be going on. With this in mind,
having an awesome overnight
host can leave the prospective
student with a lasting impression
of the Lawrence campus, further
encouraging enrollment for the
upcoming year.
Before the May 1 deadline,
schools all over the country
sent out last-minute emails and
phone calls to prospective students to reel in a new class for the
fall. Though each school schedules their visit days differently,
the image of the campus heavily
depends on the student body.
Making sure to be a good host
and sharing with them why you
picked Lawrence will have a positive impact on future prospective
students. The overnight is just a
glimpse into college life, but will
help prospective students find
their right fit just in time to enroll.

The opinions expressed in The Lawrentian are those
of the students, faculty and community members who
wrote them. All facts are as provided by the authors.
The Lawrentian does not endorse any opinions piece
except for the staff editorial, which represents a majority of the editorial board. The Lawrentian welcomes
everyone to submit their own opinions using the parameters outlined in the masthead.
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Incentivized system for greater student involvement
Aubrey Klein

Copy Editor

________________________

I love attending discussions
and lectures around campus, and
regret not making more time for
them. Whenever I do make time,
I leave feeling more informed
about the topic, enthusiastic
about learning more and eager to
take action.
Last week, I was able to attend
the beginning of the event entitled
“The ‘Ferguson Era’ and Baltimore
Protests: A Discussion” put on
by the Committee on Diversity
Affairs (CODA) and sponsored by
several other student groups. The
discussion was well-moderated,
and invited respectful discussion
and debate that allowed me to
see some different perspectives
on the issues presented.
However, I observed a pattern in the attendants at such
events. Most often, the people that
attend these events are already
fairly well-informed on the issue
and have constructed an educated
opinion on the subject. I see the
same faces over and over again.
At the CODA event, there
were students that I frequently
see at similar discussions and
members of the sponsoring

groups. On the one hand, it is great
to see students supporting their
organizations and committed to
an ongoing education about current events and social problems
that these types of events provide.
However, there was little
indication that this event had
attracted a wider campus audience. The people who stand to
benefit the most from these discussions—students less informed
about a particular topic or who
could benefit from a different
perspective—are never in attendance.
Social change needs to start
somewhere, but to be truly effective, it has to work on widely educating and spreading the message
to people who don’t already know
about it.
Now, obviously you can’t drag
people from their dorm rooms or
pull unwilling participants off the
street to come to these events.
These conversations are more
effective if people are willing to be
there. It also has just as much to
do with the fact that some people
are willing to learn and change
while others simply are not.
Yet, as students of Lawrence,
we should be committed to
improvement and education that
will benefit individuals and the
wider campus in a myriad of

ways. We have the programming
in place; every week, I see numerous posters and Facebook events
advertising engaging speakers,
important discussions and informational panels.
Advertising earlier and for
a longer period of time might
help somewhat, but even if people see an advertisement, they
usually have no other reason to
attend besides personal interest.
Therefore, we need to implement
a system that gives uninterested
individuals a greater incentive to
attend such events.
A large-scale change would
certainly take a lot more planning
and some thorough brainstorming as to the best solution. I propose an incentivized system similar to one used at the University
of Dayton in Ohio. This system
is called Points Accumulated
Towards Housing (PATH).
According to their website,
PATH is a system by which, as a
result of participation in certain
“engagement opportunities,” like
sports, games, discussions and
other extra-curricular offerings,
“you can earn points that reward
your involvement and help you to
achieve a higher priority within
the housing assignments process.”
“The more engaged you are
in the residential community, the

more points you are likely to accumulate. The more points that you
and your group members have
upon entering the housing assignments process, the greater likelihood you will have in receiving
your preferred housing type.”
I am not an expert on the
way this system operates, but I
think applying the basic concept
to Lawrence would have many
benefits. Firstly, it would eliminate the messy and cheat-prone
lottery system currently in place.
Housing makes a really great
incentive because the prospect of
securing an ideal living situation
is something that students really
care about and would be willing to
compete for in this points-based
system.
Subsequently, providing students with an incentive to attend
more lectures, panels, festivals
and games would ideally lead to
a more educated and socially conscious student body by helping
to bridge the gaps between disparate social groups and student
organizations.
There are clearly a lot of
potential complications with this
system that would need to be
worked out. How would we track
points? How would we ensure
that people attend a substantial
portion of the event instead of

leaving early or showing up for
the last few minutes, just to get
their points?
Would there be a quota on
specific types of events so that
certain people who are more
apt to attend certain events—
Conservatory students at music
events, athletes at sports games,
etc.—can’t acquire unlimited
points at the same types of events?
However, for as many potential kinks there would be to work
out, there would be an equal number of benefits to students and
their community. An incentivized
system would encourage students
to take advantage of more campus
events and programs that are partially funded by their tuition.
As such, it would increase
student exposure to a wider range
of events and help students to
cross the boundaries of their
established internal communities
like Greek organizations, theme
houses or majors, for example.
While this is obviously not a
fully-formed proposal, I suggest
this as a starting point to a larger
initiative that would encourage
greater involvement and promote
ongoing education about issues
affecting our campus life and community at large.

ond said, “Nice job misprinting
the Lawrentian you f------ idiots.
Do you even have editors?”
Some major universities,
such as the University of Missouri
at Columbia, have newspapers
with massive budgets, top-notch
facilities and real journalism programs that allow them to create
top-notch pieces of print journalism. Often, state school newspapers are a product of the journalism programs there. Professors
have a direct role in the editing
process and the programs receive
much more funding.
Unfortunately, we do not have
access to these resources, which
increases our tendency to make
errors, such as the double-printed
op-ed two weeks ago. There is no
journalism program at Lawrence.
We do not have any faculty advisors with journalism experience
to oversee our operations. The
Lawrentian is an operation that
is entirely student run. So, the fact
that the editorial board has the
drive and organizational skills to
get an edition out each week is
remarkable in itself.
Currently, I serve as The
Lawrentian’s operations manager.
I play a very small role in The
Lawrentian. As operations manager, I partially manage the financial
operations of the paper. There are
two other editorial board positions that manage the paper’s

finances. What this means is that
although I do not take a direct role
in the actual editorial process, I
have close insight into the conditions under which our editors
work and the pressure they face
each week.
The section editors, copy editors and other individuals directly
involved in the editing process
face an incredibly stressful task
each week. Covering sports
events, guest speakers, concerts
and panel discussions requires
precise coordination and planning. Some may think that covering an event is as easy as showing
up.
However, planning which
events to cover and ensuring our
writers can cover them accurately
is a huge challenge. Our copy editors have to sift through about 30
pieces of content week, averaging between 500 and 750 words
each. This takes time, diligence
and a great deal of caffeine. When
our Copy Chief Amaan Khan and
Editor-in-Chief Zach Ben-Amots
work into the early morning—
around 4 a.m.—each week, human
errors are bound to occur.
Our writers receive little
training in their work. This is not
because we neglect the quality
of our articles or are unsupportive of our writers. We simply do
not have the time or resources to
invest in training for our writers.

It is an unfortunate reality for our
student newspaper.
Despite factual errors, our
writers tend to learn very, very
quickly and generally submit great
content. Nothing is more nervewracking than making errors or
being accused of bad journalism.
Like our editors, writers are simply working with the resources
and difficult circumstances they
have.
I have been submitting content since the fall of 2013 and
I have been subjected to heavy
criticism before. Last spring, I submitted an op-ed criticizing our
school’s language requirements,
and received dense, profanity-laden emails from professors, international students and parents.
To have your moral character
judged on the content of an article submitted to an underfunded,
understaffed and overworked
student newspaper is a very disheartening experience. Still, those
were my words. I did not choose
to retract my opinion, even though
many people were not fond of it.
My words were no accident.
The double-printing incident
two weeks ago was an accident.
It was a product of stress and
human error that each and every
one of us is familiar with. When
somebody calls some of my closest friends at Lawrence “f------ idiots” over Yik Yak for a freak error

or expresses that they are embarrassed by the editorial process
in which they have no part, I get
pretty upset.
Throughout this ordeal, I
have learned one thing: Yik Yak
is a far more shameful, hurtful and backward aspect of our
school than The Lawrentian has
ever been. It continually provides
an outlet to express the ugliest
parts of ourselves. More importantly, it gives individuals a means
to throw undeserved insults at
each other. Still, I have faith that
my cohorts here can benefit from
the additional perspective I’ve
offered.
I know that the insults leveled at our copy chief and editorin-chief pale in comparison to
the sexist, racist and homophobic insults liberally used on Yik
Yak, which is why the editorial
board and I do not feel personally harmed. The comments made
are far from the worst that the
Lawrence Yik Yak have seen.
Nonetheless, they indicate
that some Lawrentians can use
more peace and understanding in
their lives. While we are ungrateful for the insults, we hope that
the writers of these Yaks can
empathize with the stress that
we experience during the editorial process and refrain from these
hapless insults in the future.

could be a good idea.”
Blumenstock used some of
the remaining funds from her
club Critical Thinkers, Humanists,
and Unbelievers at Lawrence
University (CTHULU) to purchase
10 dozen bagels along with three

cream cheese spreads to share
with the student body.
“We started this event
because of all the trolling that was
going on,” began CTHULU Vice
President and junior Susannah
Miller. “We came up with this

in like a week and we are really
happy with the turn out.”
Freshman Moon Wang
attended the event because
she learned about it through
Facebook.
“I knew the event was fake

because I checked the location
and it wasn’t on campus,” said
Wang. “But everyone kept signing
up so I decided to as well. Now, I
am happy I did.”

Understanding The Lawrentian’s editing process
Danny Davis

Operations Manager

________________________

Two weeks ago, my content submitted to the Opinions
& Editorials section of The
Lawrentian became a center of
controversy. Specifically, it was my
lack of content that sparked this
controversy. Rather than including the content of my op-ed, “Feel
-good public relation stunts harm
fraternities” under its title, Jessica
Morgan’s op-ed “Charge courageously into a messy collaboration” was printed for a second
time, directly under her actual
article.
I would like to cheerfully
remind the community that I got
a good laugh out of it. Whether
my content makes it to The
Lawrentian each week or not is
a trivial matter to me. It was an
honest mistake on the part of our
editors. My article was reprinted. I
was paid for two weeks of content,
and life went on.
However, the Lawrence community seemed to have viewed
the matter with more ire than
myself. Two comments on Yik Yak
about The Lawrentian weighed
in on the matter. The first Yak
said, “Honestly, the Lawrentian
makes me embarrassed to be a
Lawrentian sometimes.” The sec-

CTHULU

continued from page 1
same descriptions as the original. It became this big joke,” said
Blumenstock. “But I figured this
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How do you think the conversation
about domestic violence should start?

“Children could be traumatized
by domestic violence. It should
start in school, as early as middle
school, to raise awareness.”
–Ari Rice

“Start by promoting the
knowledge of signs for domestic
violence, of how to recognize
and where to report it.”
–Clio Briggs

“It should start between
couples and from educated
resources, like psychiatrists and
counselors.”
–Deepankar Tripurana

EDITORIAL
POLICY:
Editorial policy is determined
by the editors. Any opinions
which appear unsigned are
those of the majority of The
Lawrentian’s editorial board.

Editor-in-Chief:
Zach Ben-Amots

Letters to the editor are
encouraged. The editors
reserve the right to edit for
style and space. Letters must
be emailed to:
lawrentian@lawrence.edu.
Submissions by email should
be text attachments.

Managing Editor:
Katie Crawford

—All submissions to editorial
pages must be turned in to
The Lawrentian no later than
5 p.m. on the Monday before
publication.

Sports Editor:
Brenna Ori

“Start among students, and then
conversations can grow into
diferent directions and areas.”
–Maxx Powell-Kelley

“It should start by making sure
that victims know that they have
a safe space to talk about it.”
–Lucy Bouman
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Variety Editor:
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not be published.
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and grammar.
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“It has to happen on both
individual level and government
level.”
–Julie Haurykiewicz
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